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SIMILITUDES 9 CHAPTER 15 & 16

CHAPTER XV.

"Explain to me, sir," | said, "the names of these virgins, and of those women who were
clothed in black raiment.” "Hear," he said, "the names of the stronger virgins who stood
at the comers. The first is Faith, the second Continence, the third Power, the fourth
Patience. And the others standing in the midst of these have the following names:
Simplicity, Innocence, Purity, Cheerfulness, Truth, Understanding, Harmony, Love. He
who bears these names and that of the Son of God will be able to enter into the kingdom
of God. Hear, also," he continued, "the names of the women who had the black garments;
and of these four are stronger than the rest. The first is Unbelief, the second:
Incontinence, the third Disobedience, the fourth Deceit. And their followers are called
Sorrow, Wickedness, Wantonness, Anger, Falsehood, Folly, Backbiting, Hatred. The
servant of God who bears these names shall see, indeed, the kingdom of God, but shall
not enter into it." "And the stones, sir," | said, "which were taken out of the pit and fitted
into the building: what are they?" "The first,” he said, “the ten, viz, that were placed as a
foundation, are the first generation, and the twenty-five the second generation, of
righteous men; and the thirty-five are the prophets of God and His ministers; and the
forty are the apostles and teachers of the preaching of the Son of God." "Why, then, sir," |
asked, "did the virgins carry these stones also through the gate, and give them for the
building of the tower?" "Because," he answered, "these were the first who bore these
spirits, and they never departed from each other, neither the spirits from the men nor the
men from the spirits, but the spirits remained with them until their falling asleep. And
unless they had had these spirits with them, they would not have been of use for the
building of this tower."

CHAPTER XVI

"Explain to me a little further, sir,” | said. "What is it that you desire?" he asked. "Why,
sir,” | said, "did these stones ascend out of the pit, and be applied to the building of the
tower, after having borne these spirits? "They were obliged," he answered, "to ascend
through water in order that they might be made alive; for, unless they laid aside the
deadness of their life, they could not in any other way enter into the kingdom of God.
Accordingly, those also who fell asleep received the seal of the Son of God. For," he
continued, "before a man bears the name of the Son of God s he is dead; but when he
receives the seal he lays aside his deadness, and obtains life. The seal, then, is the water:
they descend into the water dead, and they arise alive. And to them, accordingly, was this
seal preached, and they made use of it that they might enter into the kingdom of God."
"Why, sir," | asked, "did the forty stones also ascend with them out of the pit, having
already received the seal?" "Because," he said, "these apostles and teachers who preached
the name of the Son of God, after falling asleep in the power and faith of the Son of God,
preached it not only to those who were asleep, but themselves also gave them the seal of
the preaching. Accordingly they descended with them into the water, and again ascended.



[But these descended alive and rose up again alive; whereas they who had previously
fallen asleep descended dead, but rose up again alive. ] By these, then, were they
quickened and made to know the name of the Son of God. For this reason also did they
ascend with them, and were fitted along with them into the building of the tower, and,
untouched by the chisel, were built in along with them. For they slept in righteousness
and in great purity, but only they had not this seal. You have accordingly the explanation

of these also."



